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Abundant but little known, moss or lace animals fall in 
the Phylum Bryozoa, four species of which are shown here, 
surrounded by feathery hydroids. Some form flat crusts on rocks, 
others are upright and leafy, and many resemble small corals. 
Each colony comprises multiple individuals, visible as tiny dots, 
each of which is encased in a tiny coffin-like skeleton of exquisite 
beauty. Most individuals have tentacles and are responsible 
for feeding, but some called ‘avicularia’ develop structures like 
a bird’s head and use their ‘beaks’ to snap at intruders settling 
on the colony. Several species have attracted the attention of 
pharmaceutical companies because they contain chemicals that 
have potential as anticancer agents.
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