
CONTENTS

268  May 2013, Vol. 103, No. 5  SAMJ

May 2013, Volume 103, No. 5

 FROM THE EDITOR                                                       
270 Screening – benefits or harms?
 B Farham

271 EDITOR’S CHOICE                                                                                                   

 CORRESPONDENCE
273 Triage – keep it simple, swift, safe and scientific 
 M Twomey, H Tuffin, L A Wallis

273  An adapted triage tool (ETAT) at Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital, 
Cape Town, South Africa: An evaluation

 A Westwood, H Buys, B Cheema

274 Artesunate v. quinine for severe malaria
 P Naidoo, S Saman

274 Asthma guidelines: Why aminophylline?
 L A Wallis, M Stander

274 Late termination of pregnancy: Maternal counselling and fetal rights
 J V Larsen; reply by L Govender, J Moodley

 IZINDABA
276  Autism – mitigating a global epidemic
278  Whistle blast on private healthcare’s ‘zero sum game’
279  ‘Jack-knife’ scrum victim: 8 years on, no payout
281 Karabus’ ‘Argo moment’ a long time coming

                   SAMJ FORUM
 MEDICINE AND THE LAW

283  Is the mass circumcision drive in KwaZulu-Natal involving neonates and children 
less than 16 years of age legal? What should doctors do?

 D J McQuoid-Mason

 HEALTH AND FINANCE
285 Private theatre utilisation in South Africa: A case study
 D Hartmann, B Sunjka

 EDITORIALS
288  Toxicovigilance: Experience of the Tygerberg Poison Information Centre in 

context
 G H Verdoorn

289 Screening for chronic diseases in South Africa
 R Fryatt

290 Paradigm shift needed for cervical cancer: HPV infection is the real epidemic
 K Richter, G Dreyer

 RESEARCH
293  Toxicovigilance I: A survey of acute poisonings in South Africa based on Tygerberg 

Poison Information Centre data
 D J H Veale, C A Wium, G J Müller 

298  Toxicovigilance II: A survey of the spectrum of acute poisoning and current practices 
in the initial management of poisoning cases admitted to South African hospitals

 D J H Veale, C A Wium, G J Müller                                                                                                                                                                     

304  Vital signs for children at triage: A multicentre validation of the revised South 
African Triage Scale (SATS) for children

  M Twomey, B Cheema, H Buys, K Cohen, A de Sa, P Louw, M Ismail, H Finlayson, 
C Cunningham, A Westwood

 
Editor  
Janet Seggie. BSc (Hons), MD (Birm), FRCP 
(Lond), FCP (SA)

Editor Emeritus 
Daniel J Ncayiyana, MD (Groningen), 
FACOG MD (Hon), FCM (Hon)

Consulting Editor 
JP de V van Niekerk, MD, FRCR

Deputy Editor 
Bridget  Farham, BSc (Hons), PhD, MB ChB

Assistant Editor 
Emma Buchanan, BA

Editorial Systems Manager 
Melissa Raemaekers, BSc (Hons), PhD

Scientific Editors 
Kerry Gordon, MSc, PhD

Technical Editors 
Marijke Maree, BA 
Robert Matzdorff
Taryn Skikne, BA (Hons), MA
Paula van der Bijl, BA, HDipLib

News Editor 
Chris Bateman | Tel. (021) 681-7200

Head of Publishing 
Robert Arendse

Production Manager 
Emma Couzens

Professional Advertising  
Neesha Hassan | Tel. (021) 681-7000 
E-mail: neesha.hassan@hmpg.co.za 

Art Director
Brent Meder

Digital Designer
Siobhan Tillemans

DTP & Design
Anelia du Plessis | Carl Sampson

Online Manager
Gertrude Fani

Distribution Manager 
Edward MacDonald | Tel. (012) 681-7085

Advertising Enquiries 
Diane Smith | Tel. (012) 481-2069
Email: dianes@samedical.org

HMPG Board of Directors 
Prof. M G Veller (Chair), Prof. M Lukhele, 
Dr M Mbokota, Prof. A A Stulting,  
Dr M R Abbas, Dr V Memela, Mr J Treasure, 
Prof. J Seggie, Dr G Wolvaardt

Associate Editors 
Q Abdool Karim, A Dhai, N Khumalo 
R C Pattinson, A Rothberg, A A Stulting,  
J Surka, B Taylor

ISSN 0256-9574
Publisher Website: www.hmpg.co.za
Journal Website: www.samj.org.za



CONTENTS

269  May 2013, Vol. 103, No. 5  SAMJ

Th e Mediterranean (or blue) mussel Mytilus 
galloprovincialis is the most notable of 85 
alien marine species documented in South 
Africa. First recorded in 1979 in Saldanha 
Bay, it probably arrived attached to an oilrig. 
It expanded rapidly and now extends from 
northern Namibia to East London. It is 
commercially cultured in Saldanha Bay. Its 
ecological eff ects are a mixed bag. For indigenous 
mussels, it is a serious competitor for space. It 
excludes large limpets by crowding them out; 
but small species of limpets fi nd shelter in its 
beds (as is evident here), and have increased in 
number. For the rare and endangered African 
Black Oystercatcher, it constitutes an additional 
source of food, and their reproductive success 
has risen since its arrival.

Photo and text: George Branch 
Email: mbranch@mweb.co.za
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