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The crevice anemone Anthopleura michaelseni lives
partly buried on sand in rock crevices, its sticky column
characteristically bedecked with gravel and its gaudy
mouth and speckled tentacles exposed to capture passing
prey. Much of its food comes from either microscopic
animal life floating in the plankton, or from mussels that
are torn off the rocks by waves and tumble into the grasp
of its tentacles. Like all anemones, its tentacles are armed
with stinging cells but, apart from a mild, short-lived
itching sensation, they are harmless to humans.
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