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Pterois miles is variously known as the Devilfish, Firefish or Lionfish — all apt names considering that its dorsal spines can inject an 
agonisingly painful toxin. It is fearless in its behaviour, swimming conspicuously over reefs when it is not sheltering under overhangs. When 
approached, it erects its fins and lunges with its dorsal spines. The most effective treatment is to immerse the wound in water that is as hot as 
can be tolerated, to denature the toxin. A close relative is the deadly stonefish Synanceia verrucosa, the world’s most venomous fish, capable 
of causing death in less than an hour. An antivenin is available in Australia, but immediate and sustained immersion in searing hot water 
is often more practical. The famous South African ichthyologist JLB Smith saved his own life this way after envenomation by a stonefish.
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A flight of cormorants skirts the Cape 
of Good Hope while pounding waves 
surge up the cliff face of one of the most 
dramatic seascapes on the coast. Wave 
action is a two-edged sword for life 
living attached to rocks. Its mighty forces 
detach marine life and hinder feeding of 
mobile creatures, but for filter feeders 
like mussels it is a boon, introducing fine 
particles of food that boost their growth 
rate; and the space that it clears when 
it dislodges animals and plants is soon 
colonised by fresh life, thus increasing 
diversity.
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