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The Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus is the 
most common owl in southern Africa, occurring 
in a wide variety of habitats. It has also adapted 
to an urban environment, where it breeds on 
buildings and in nest-boxes put in place to attract 
it. At dusk, the melodious hooting calls of a pair 
will reveal their presence as they set off to hunt. 
Their varied diet includes arthropods, small 
mammals and birds; their prey preference in a 
particular area may be established by examining 
their regurgitated pellets. The young often leave 
the nest prematurely and, when they are on the 
ground, the parents may attack passing humans 
and dogs.

Photo and text: Peter Steyn
Email: peregrine@mweb.co.za

Contents listed in 
iNDeX MeDicuS (MeDliNe).  

eXcerpTa MeDica (eM BaSe).  
BiOlOGical aBSTracTS (BiOSiS). 

ScieNce ciTaTiON iNDeX  
(SciSearcH). curreNT 

cONTeNTS/cliNical MeDiciNe
Unless otherwise stated, opinions expressed 
in the editorial columns of the SAMJ should 
not be taken as reflecting official South  
African Medical Association policy.  
The appearance of advertising in the  
Association’s publications does not denote 
a guarantee or an endorsement by the   
Association of the products or the 
claims made for the products by the  
manufacturers.

Subscription rates 
Local subscriptions R936.00 p.a. 

Foreign subscriptions R2 112.00 p.a.
Single copies R85.00 

Members of the association receive the 
SAMJ only on request, as part of their 

membership benefit.

Subscriptions: Tel. (012) 481-2071 
e-mail: members@samedical.org 

The SAMJ is published  
monthly by the  

Health and Medical Publishing Group 
(Pty) Ltd,  

Co registration 2004/0220 32/07,  
a subsidiary of SAMA. 

28 Main Road (Cnr Devonshire Hill 
Road), Rondebosch, 7700 

Please submit all letters and articles 
for publication online  

at www.samj.org.za 
Tel. (021) 681-7200.  

Fax (021) 685-1395. E-mail: 
publishing@hmpg.co.za 

Website: www.samedical.org

© copyright: Health and Medical publishing 
Group (pty) ltd, a subsidiary of the  
South african Medical association

use of editorial material is subject to the 
creative commons attribution –  

Noncommercial works license. http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0

creda communications pty ltd


