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The Southern White-faced Scops-Owl Otus 
leucotis, although superficially similar to 
the African Scops-Owl, is much larger and 
has orange – not lemon-yellow – eyes. It 
also conceals itself well during the day, but 
by no means as effectively as the African 
Scops-Owl. Its prey comprises mainly rodents, 
supplemented by arthropods and occasional 
birds. Its call is a series of rapid bubbling 
hoots but, if disturbed at the nest at night, 
it emits an extraordinary snarling noise and 
may even attack a human intruder. It lays 
its eggs in a disused stick nest, often that of 
a small bird of prey, but also in a tree hollow 
where several branches converge.
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