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If you see an owl perched on a roadside pole at night, it will most likely be a Spotted Eagle-Owl, Bubo africanus. Sadly, its preference for hunting 
around roadside verges results in a high mortality when it is blinded and struck by oncoming cars. The species has adapted well to an urban 

environment provided that there are sufficient open areas in which to hunt. Its diet is varied and includes arthropods, mammals and birds. In 
towns, it often breeds on buildings and will accept a nest-box readily. Once the chicks hatch, some parents may be extremely aggressive in their 

defence, attacking humans and dogs readily, so care needs to be taken at night.
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