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The Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk Accipiter rufiventris is an agile avian Spitfire capable of killing birds such as doves weighing almost as much as it-
self. It hunts by surprise, using its speed and manoeuvrability to outfly its quarry. Nests are often placed high up in a pine plantation but, in the Karoo, 
the planting of groves of poplar trees on farms has enabled it to expand its breeding range into more arid habitats. The normal clutch is three eggs. Once 

the chicks hatch, the parents are extremely bold in defence of them and will repeatedly strike anyone climbing up to the nest. In contrast, the closely 
related Northern Sparrowhawk in England keeps its distance in the presence of humans, behaviour that has evolved as the result of many generations of 

persecution by gamekeepers.
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