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The Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres is endemic 
to southern Africa, but its numbers have declined 
dramatically to the extent that its status is listed 
as vulnerable in the Red Data Book on birds 
published in 2000. Its current population numbers 
a mere 8 000 individuals – some breeding colonies 
have disappeared within living memory. There are 
several reasons for its decline: the disappearance of 
the once vast ungulate herds that occurred in its 
former range, direct persecution by the poisoning 
of carcasses, electrocution on power lines, 
disturbance at breeding colonies, and traditional 
medical or ceremonial uses. Conservation measures 
are in place, notably the establishment of vulture 
restaurants to ensure a regular and safe food 
supply.
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