
Editor 
Daniel J ncayiyana

Managing Editor 
J p De v van niekerk

Deputy Editor
nOnHlanHla p kHUMalO

Assistant Editor 
eMMa BUcHanan

Technical Editors 
MariJke Maree 
rOBerT MaTZDOrFF
paUla van Der BiJl

News Editor 
cHris BaTeMan
Tel. (021) 681-7200

Head of Publishing 
rOBerT arenDse

Production Co-ordinator 
eMMa cOUZens

Professional Advertising  
BelinDa DOyle 
Tel. (021) 681-7200 
e-mail: belinda@hmpg.co.za

Art Director
siOBHan TilleMans

DTP & Design
Travis arenDse
clinTOn GriFFin

Typesetting
GerTrUDe Fani

Distribution Manager 
eDwarD MacDOnalD

Advertising Enquiries 
sAlEs MANAgEr: Diane sMiTH 
Tel. (012) 481-2069

sales Team
PrETOrIA: lisa reiD, 
CAPE TOWN: aZaD yUsUF,  
keiTH Hill

HMPg Board of Directors 
r e kirscH (Chair) 
M lUkHele 
D J ncayiyana
M raFF
a THUlare
M veller

Associate Editors 
H M cOOvaDia (UKZN) 
D J DU plessis (Pretoria) 
J ipUTO (WSU) 
r e kirscH (UCT)
B MayOsi (UCT)
H ODenDaal (Stellenbosch) 
a D rOTHBerG (Wits) 
a a sTUlTinG (Free State) 
c F van Der Merwe (Limpopo)

IssN 0256-9574

Website: www.hmpg.co.za
Journal: www.samj.org.za

prinTeD By TanDyM prinT

CONTENTs

august 2009, volume 99, no. 8

COrrEsPONDENCE

EDITOr’s CHOICE    545

FrOM THE EDITOr

Health systems: chaos requires software renewal                                                              543

a little carrot and a big stick – OsD beds down                                                                 550

Up to its eyeballs in sewage – Government pleads for help                                               556

Mandatory health insurance – a gathering storm                                                               562

legislating for nurse/patient ratios ‘clumsy and costly’ – experts                                     565

IZINDABA  

Universitas academic Health complex: national asset or provincial liability?
W F Mollentze, G J van Zyl                                                                                                     546

‘a jaw for a tooth’ – a biased report
N T Ospovat                                                                                                                           546

at the heart of healing: nursing
June du Preez                                                                                                                         548



EDITORIAL 
Commentary and 
debate

ORIGINAL  
ARTICLES
Insight and research

PROFESSIONAL  
ADVERTISING
Blowing the horn

SAMJ  
FORUM
Ear to the ground

EDITOr’s 
CHOICE
Getting to the point

CONTENTS
wisdom and truth

CORRESPONDENCE/ 
SCIENTIFIC LETTERS
Communicating thoughts

IZINDABA
Sounding the news

HEALTH & 
FINANCE
Costs of care

A heavily gravid ground agama (agama etoshae) 
in Etosha Pan, an ecoregion in which this is the 
only endemic animal. The species averages 14 cm 
in length. They are mainly insectivorous but may 
also eat grass, seeds and berries, and even the eggs 
of smaller lizards.

Photo: Jenny Cole-rous
Email: linguist@mweb.co.za

sAMJ FOrUM

CONTENTs

EDITOrIAls

The need for a community-based model for stroke care in south africa
Alan Bryer                                                                                                                                         574

pandemic influenza (H1n1) 2009 (swine flu)
Barry D Schoub                                                                                                                                 576

sCIENTIFIC lETTEr

clinical pracTice

inadequacy of primary health care request guidelines – lack of an evidence base
J C Stanfliet, J A King, T S Pillay                                                                                                    569

OpiniOn

Overpopulation and modern ethics
Sergei V Jargin                                                                                                                                572

The partogram: a missed opportunity
Jayati Kusari Basu, S Hoosain, G Leballo, E Leistner, D Masango, M Mercer, M Mohapi, 
S Petkar, N A Tshiovhe                                                                                                           578



CONTENTs

community-based care of stroke patients in a rural african setting
Sean Wasserman, Linda de Villers, Alan Bryer                                                                       579

Hospital and community isolates of uropathogens at a tertiary hospital in  
south africa
T M Habte, S Dube, N Ismail, A A Hoosen                                                                            584

neurocysticercosis in patients presenting with epilepsy at st elizabeth’s Hospital, 
lusikisiki
Gilberto Serrano Ocana, Juan Carlos Ortiz Sablon, Ilen Ochoa Tamayo, Leonardo Almaguer 
Arena, Luz Maria Serrano Ocana, Sharlene Govender                                                            588

Fifty years of thoracic surgical research in south africa
A Linegar, F Smit, P Goldstraw, G van Zyl                                                                           592

assa-saGes 2009 congress                                                                                           596

© Copyright: Health and Medical Publishing 
Group (Pty) Ltd, a subsidiary of the South African 
Medical Association
This work is copyright under the Berne Conven-
tion. It is also copyright in terms of the Copyright 
Act 98 of 1978. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or trans-
mitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or other-
wise, without permission of the copyright holder.

PUlsE — NEWs FrOM THE MArKETPlACE

PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING — FOREIGN OPPORTUNITIES

PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING — LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES

CPD QUEsTIONs 

    

     P1

    1

     4

OrIgINAl ArTIClEs

  10

Contents listed in 
INDEX MEDICUS (MEDLINE).  
EXCERPTA MEDICA (EM BASE).  
BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS (BIOSIS). 
SCIENCE CITATION INDEX  
(SCISEARCH). CURRENT CONTENTS/
CLINICAL MEDICINE

Unless otherwise stated, opinions expressed 
in the editorial columns of the SAMJ should 
not be taken as reflecting official South 
African Medical Association policy. The  
appearance of advertising in the  
Association’s publications does not denote  
a guarantee or an endorsement by the   
Association of the products or the claims 
made for the products by the manufacturers.

Subscription rates 
Local subscriptions ..................R800.00 p.a.  
Foreign subscriptions ............R1 800.00 p.a. 
Single copies .................................... R70.00 
Members of the Association receive the 
SAMJ only on request, as part of their 
membership benefit.
Subscriptions
Tel. (012) 481-2071
E-mail: members@samedical.org

The sAMJ is published on the first of 
the month by the Health and Medical 
Publishing group (Pty) ltd, Co  
registration 2004/0220 32/07, a  
subsidiary of sAMA. 
28 Main road (Cnr Devonshire Hill 
road), rondebosch, 7700 

Please submit all letters and articles 
for publication online at 
www.samj.org.za 
Tel. (021) 681-7200. Fax (021) 685-1395. 
E-mail: publishing@hmpg.co.za 
Website: www.samedical.org

ABsTrACTs


